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atalonia is a textile nation par  
excellence; in the Middle Ages it 
was already very irnportant 
to Mediterranean trade and its . 
contacts with the Mozarabic culture. 
With the irnportation in the 18th century 
of the printed cotton fabrics know as l a  
indiana, the board of trade discussed 
the need to train what nowadays we 
cal1 designers. On the upper floor of 
their Gothic building called La Llotja, 
they established the School for cloth 
designers and printers, which later de- 
veloped parallel schools of painting, 
sculpture, etc. The growth of the textile 
industry is partly due to the originality 
and creativity of the artists trained in 
this centre. With industrialization, 'he 
irnportant textile farnilies becorne the 
promoters of the country's artistic and 
cultural activity: The Opera (Liceul, Pa- 
lau d e  l a  Música, Güell Park, the big 
rnodernist houses of the Passeig d e  
Gracia arnongst others, painting, sculp- 
ture, etc. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that 
alongside this industry, there devel- 
oped a strong sense of dress in Barcelo- 
na, and rnany big haute couture estab- 
lishments flourished there. They are 
narnes that have brought credit to 
our city, and which form part of our 
cultural heritage: Asunción Bastida, 
Pedro Rodriguez, Santa Eulalia, etc. 
With the dress-rnaking business at its 
peak, Catalonia could not stand by and 
watch. New, young people appeared 
continually, sorne born outside Catalo- 
nia, but settled here since childhood, or 
attracted by the prestige of our cities. 
At the rnornent, Barcelona is experien- 
cing a boom in design, which is rnost 
noticeable in the field of fashion. Mas- 
ses of new clothes-shops, for rnen, wo- 
rnen and children, appea'r along the 
principal streets of our city every 
season. 
Margarita Nuez has been presenting 
her exquisite collections of wornen's. 
clothes for years. Her neatness and 
good workmanship stand out, as well as 
a profound inspiration in the sources of 
painting and art in general. In her opi- 
nion, clothes define the irnage of the 
person. 
Pedro Morago, who has rnanaged to 
create a new Sports-wear with a pro- 
duct which is highly acceptable as re- 
gards both irnage and price, which had 
great success in the Pitti Uomo and in 
Milan, and which he exports rnainly to 
England and Italy. In ltaly he has estab- 
lished a workshop. He designs wornen's 
as well as rnen's clothes, though it is in 
the latter that he has had most suc- 
cess. 
Toni Miró, the most universal of our de- 
signers, a man with a wide cultural 
background, and influenced by the art- 
istic events taking place around him. 
He has a special sensitivity for colour, 
and a purist sense of form. He has ta- 
ken part in prestigious competitions 
such as NAM'S, in New York, SHEM, in 
Paris, and MAGIC, in San Diego, and 
has presented shows with overwhelm- 
ing success in Madrid, Barcelona, Tok- 
yo, Cologne, etc. His boutique, GROC, 
first devoted to men and later 
women, was one of the earliest 
shops in Spain. 
Teresa Ramallal, with three shops in 
city, devoted to dressing the pro 
active woman. She tries to cover 
complete image of the woman, fr 
shoes to the complements, and inc 
ing beach-wear and lingerie. She 
duces her collections in both knitted 
woven fabrics. 
Purificación Garcia, who sells in qu 
boutiques, her policy being to have 
retail outlets, but for these to be 
best in each city. Her chief virtue, a 
from her success with spontane 
communicative and slightly daring 
signs, is her exquisite taste in fa 
and her accuracy in colour comb 
tions. The clothes she produces are 
ported, and can be found in inte ,W 
nally famous establishments such y$;, 
= .  
Harrod's (Londonl. 
Roser Marcé, who started making 
men's clothes some years ago, wi 
young, casual line. Rather than de 
for a specific type of woman, she ho 
her clothes will help people to 
themselves and create their own style. 
She started making men's clothes about 
three seasons ago, and her successes in 
this speciality could be even greater. now independent and works in mole excellent design lines created by mag- 
She creates the image of one who, fashion with great subtlety and ele- nificent professionals who remain ano- 
though interested in clothes, appears gonce. nymous. Such is  the case of TOCUT, with 
completely unpreoccupied about the Kima Guitart, a specialist in paint on a modified classical product of quality, 
way he uses them. She exports mainly natural silk, who is  investigating Ja- for which there has been a lot of market 
to Anglo-Saxon countries. panese and African techniques. She research. TOCUT produces various co- 
Nacho Ruiz, who gave up studying ar- spends her time between Barcelona llections for people of different ages 
chitecture to devote himself to fashion. and New York, and with her so-called and spending-power, and exports them 
He started in Madrid, but it was in Ibiza "Art-Wear" she hopes that her crea- particularly to U.S.A. Its two main names 
where he became well-known for his tions can be worn indefinitely, regard- in the background are Angela Guardio- 
futuristic style, and his craftsman's ap- less of the time factor, and combined la and Rosa Maria Casas. 
proach to work. Now, as part of the with suitable complements. I think these examples can give an idea 
industrial world, he offers a refined We could also mention many others, of the enormous potential for fashion 
classical style, with humourous touches. like the young creator Jordi Cuesta, creation which exists in Catalonia, and 
Eduard Bosch, who worked for some José Tomás, Ernest Gascón, Grisby ... as which we can offer to the international 
years for the Torrents brothers. He is well as the many commercial firms with market in fashion and design. e 
